Northern Illinois University

Huskie Commons
500 African Voices

Other Faculty Publications

2022

Entry Nr. 398 Mbépe
Aaron Spencer Fogleman
Northern Illinois University, aaronfogleman@niu.edu

Robert Hanserd

Follow this and additional works at: https://huskiecommons.lib.niu.edu/history-500africanvoices
Part of the Africana Studies Commons, African History Commons, African Languages and Societies
Commons, American Studies Commons, Caribbean Languages and Societies Commons, Digital
Humanities Commons, English Language and Literature Commons, Latin American History Commons,
Missions and World Christianity Commons, Other French and Francophone Language and Literature
Commons, Other German Language and Literature Commons, Other Spanish and Portuguese Language
and Literature Commons, and the United States History Commons

Recommended Citation
Entry Nr. 398 Mbépe, Huskie Commons, Northern Illinois University, Fogleman, Aaron Spencer and
Hanserd, Robert, 500 African Voices,
https://huskiecommons.lib.niu.edu/history-500africanvoices/221

This Oral History is brought to you for free and open access by the Other Faculty Publications at Huskie Commons.
It has been accepted for inclusion in 500 African Voices by an authorized administrator of Huskie Commons. For
more information, please contact jschumacher@niu.edu.

1

Aaron Spencer Fogleman and Robert Hanserd (eds.), Five Hundred African Voices: A Catalog of
Published Accounts by Africans Enslaved in the Transatlantic Slave Trade, 1586-1936
(Philadelphia: American Philosophical Society, 2022).

Catalog number:

398

Name(s) of African providing account:

Mbépe = James John

Date account recorded:

1854

Date account first published:

1854

Date of entry creation:

22 September 2021

Source:
Account printed on p. 12 of S. W. Koelle, Polyglotta Africana. London: Church
Missionary House, Salisbury Square, Fleet Street, 1854.
Comments:
Koelle’s remarks (p. 12) –
“The village Ndbo, or Pandob, is about three hours’ journey from Tsorunto, the N’goala capital,
and four or five from the large and wild river ‘Nira,’ which is not fordable on foot even in the
dry season. It runs from west to east, coming from Papiah and going to ‘Mbara, of an average
depth of four fathoms. (I doubted the statement concerning its great depth, but my informant was
quite positive, and said in many parts it was much deeper, in some parts as deep as ten fathoms).
N’goala is west of ‘Mbadra, or properly, as they call themselves, of Mbugon, speaking a
different language; east of Pape, i.e. Papiah; north of Pesi, with a different language; south of
‘Ara, also with a different language.”

Text of Account:
p. 12
“N’goala.*-- From Mbepe, or James John, of Waterloo, born in the village of Ndob, to be
distinguished from the country of the same name, and where he lived till about his eighteenth
year, when the Tipala came to his country and burnt all the towns, so that the people had to flee
for safety in every direction. He himself fled to ‘Mbara, where he was seized and make [sic] a
slave. But when the Tipala burnt the ‘Mbara towns likewise, his master fled with him to Param,
where he was again seized, and at once carried towards the sea, a journey of one month’s
constant walking before they arrived at Kalaba, where he remained three years. He has been in
Sierra Leone twenty years, with only two country-women.”
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* Referring to the language Mbepe spoke.
(See scans of originals below.)
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